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Abstract

At Payame Noor University, like other universities nationwide, interns attend
elementary schools for 32 to 64 hours for internships. However, choosing which grade
to choose and what activities they will be able to do in accordance with the knowledge
and information they have during these limited hours has always been associated with
many challenges for interns in the internship environment. How can internship
guidance professors, due to the lack of a systematic educational program with one or
two briefing sessions, provide interns with a correct explanation of how to organize
the information acquired during their studies? How can the gap between academic
topics be filled with new educational changes in elementary schools and, with a
purposeful organization of academic materials in the field of practice, prepare interns
to apply and implement theoretical learning?

Therefore, this research intends to report the results of the idea approved by the
Ministry of Education in 2010, which was implemented by Payam Noor University
and the General Directorate of Education of Isfahan Province in 2011 and 2012, in
line with how to target the internship of students in the field of educational sciences
by preparing and updating the information of interns before entering the internship
environment at this university. Therefore, the educational plan for elementary teacher
assistants, which is called Homa for short, after approving the process of the training
course designed and approved by the university and the Ministry of Education, intends
to examine part of the results of this research plan in line with this research hypothesis
that how effective is the training of elementary teacher assistants on the cognitive
performance of intern students in the field of educational sciences at Payam Noor
University of Isfahan Province before attending the internship environment, and the
extent of the impact on cognitive performance in the type of cognition and attitude
towards the necessity of identifying and correcting learning disorders in the
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elementary school, the requirements of internships in the first and fifth grades of
elementary school, and the necessity and how to develop a lesson plan.

The research method was a semi-experimental design with a pre-test, post-test design
with a control group. The statistical population included all undergraduate students in
the field of educational sciences with an internship unit at Payam University of
Nourastan, Isfahan in the academic year 1400-1401. The sample size was 30 people
in two experimental and control groups of intern students, based on the inclusion
criteria and random assignment. The data collection tool was a 40-question
researcher-made questionnaire on cognitive performance in 4 scales of learning
disorders (in the dimensions of necessity of knowledge of learning disorders in
elementary school, skills in applying knowledge of learning disorders, interest in
learning methods of identifying learning disorders, interest in learning methods of
correcting learning disorders), lesson plan development (in the dimensions of: interest
in preparing lesson plans during internship, acquiring skills in preparing lesson plans,
practical experience in preparing lesson plans (during the training course), necessity
of preparing lesson plans, belief in the use of lesson plans in education), and first and
fifth grade of elementary school (separated for each grade in the dimensions of the
reason for interest in teaching in the desired grade and understanding the intern's
attitude towards working with children in the first or second grade of elementary
school, skills acquired in teaching first grade during the training course, new and
practical experiences acquired in teaching during the training course, necessity and
importance of acquiring new knowledge and skills in the desired grade based on the
training provided during the training). The overall reliability of the questionnaire was
calculated using Cronbach's alpha coefficient of 0.89. Research data analysis was
performed using one-way and multi-way analysis of covariance using SPSS23
software.

The results of the study showed that the training of the primary teacher assistant intern
had an effect on the cognitive performance of the intern students. In other words, the
cognitive performance of the intern students after the training course of the primary
teacher assistant intern has changed by 64 percent and twice the status of the interns
before the training course. This indicates the amount of changes above the average
and desirable level in the cognitive performance of the intern students and confirms
the main hypothesis. Also, other results of this study were confirmed in terms of the
effectiveness of the training of the primary teacher assistant on the four dimensions
of cognitive performance in the dimension of changing knowledge and attitude in the
field of identifying and correcting learning disorders, knowledge and attitude in the
field of developing lesson plans, knowledge and attitude in the field of first grade and
fifth grade of elementary school, but the amount of change and impact created in the
four dimensions of cognitive performance is not the same. The extracted effects
indicated that these changes in the cognitive performance of preparing and compiling
lesson plans had the highest change of 69 percent, and the change in the cognitive
performance of the first grade with 64 percent, the change in the cognitive
performance of the fifth grade of elementary school with 59 percent, and the change
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in the cognitive performance of learning disorders with 54 percent. Therefore, the
status of all dimensions of the cognitive performance of the intern students in the field
of educational sciences after a one-month training period of the intern teacher assistant
of the elementary school is above average and good, while before the training period
of the intern teacher assistant of the elementary school, it was assessed as very weak
and below average. Therefore, the poor cognitive performance of the intern students
in the field of educational sciences through the training of the intern teacher assistant
of the elementary school, which was in line with organizing information and updating
the required information and was based on educational changes in content, teaching
methods, and evaluation methods in elementary schools and focused on the first and
fifth grades of elementary school, has been able to reduce the gap between theory and
practice for students to a desirable and significant extent after training and providing
the required knowledge for each topic in order to correct wrong views. Therefore,
considering the effectiveness of cognitive performance resulting from elementary
teacher assistant training, it is recommended that other universities use this
educational program to target the internship unit of undergraduate students in
educational sciences before entering elementary schools as teacher assistants.

Keywords: Teacher Assistant Training, Elementary Internship, Cognitive Function,
Educational Sciences
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