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Abstract

Various methods are used to teach geography. In general, instructional approaches are
divided into two categories: active and passive methods. Narration and storytelling
are considered active methods of education. Storytelling is the art of conveying a
narrative in the form of poetry or prose, performed by the storyteller in front of the
audience. As educational strategies, narration and storytelling have been widely
applied in geography instruction. McPartland (1998) discussed the increasing use of
narrative discourse in geography education. Barens (2001) employed the biographies
of researchers to highlight the quantitative revolution in geography. Alderman et al.
(2019) used reflective storytelling as a tool to raise anti-racist awareness. In recent
years, numerous studies have focused on the production of digital stories and their
application in geography education. The growing attention to "digital storytelling"
over “traditional storytelling” is attributed to the expanding role of technology in
teaching and learning. Teachers who have used digital stories have found this tool
effective in stimulating deep learning and making complex concepts more accessible
to students. One of the most significant forms of narrative use has been the
implementation of "story maps" in geography education. The study by Strachan and
Michel (2014) confirmed the appropriateness of using story maps in this field. A
review of the literature supports the effectiveness of storytelling in enhancing social
skills, language and verbal abilities, creativity, social intelligence, and in reducing
depression and low self-esteem. Despite extensive global studies addressing the role
of narration and storytelling in geography education, research conducted in Iran has
not yet explored the pedagogical uses of storytelling in this domain. Given the rapid
development of narrative-based approaches in geography education, understanding
various storytelling techniques can help improve the teaching skills of geography
educators. This study addresses the following questions: (1) Based on global
experiences, what types of storytelling methods have been used to teach geography?
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(2) Which branches of geography have employed storytelling methods? (3) Who were
the target groups in these studies? (4) What types of discourses can geography
teachers use in the classroom? (5) Why are narrative and storytelling effective
methods for teaching geography? (6) Considering global experiences, how can
teachers apply storytelling to teach geographic subjects?

To answer these questions, the keywords "geography," "narrative," "storytelling,"
"digital storytelling “and” story map" were searched in global scientific databases.
The data were then analyzed using qualitative content analysis. The study focused on
the types of stories, educational topics, target groups, and the methods of applying
storytelling in geography education.

The key findings are as follows. Various types of storytelling, including traditional
and digital storytelling, have been used to teach geography. Recent studies have
increasingly utilized story maps. Storytelling has been applied across all branches of
geography and at all educational levels, from primary school to university.
Researchers have confirmed the effectiveness of storytelling for all age groups.
Geographers have employed storytelling in several ways: (1) In some cases, the
teacher initiates and completes a story (Gudmundsdottir, 1991). (2) In another
method, rather than presenting a complete story, the teacher integrates storytelling
into instructional intervals, using explanations, images, examples, memories, and
experiences. (3) It is recommended to present stories alongside images and other
visual elements this is referred to as "visual storytelling” (Fantinia, 2019). (4) With
the aid of technology, teachers can combine text with images, sound, video, diagrams,
etc., to create a “digital story,” which is highly effective for teaching geography. (5)
When maps are incorporated into digital stories, a new format called a "story map"
emerges. The effectiveness of this method in geography learning has been confirmed
in recent years. Digital stories and story maps can be created using various software
tools such as Movie Maker, WebGIS Story Maps, Knight Lab StoryMapJS, and
Google Tour Builder (Vojtekova et al., 2021). Geography teachers can simultaneously
address events, places, phenomena, and geographic issues in the classroom through
map-based storytelling (Marta & Oso, 2015). (6) Elementary and middle school
teachers can combine storytelling with game-based learning, which is particularly
suitable for younger students (Kickmeier-Rust et al., 2011; Gébel & Mehm, 2013).
(7) In more recent approaches, storytelling is integrated with other methods such as
project-based learning (Daniele, 2022), field studies (Mukherjee, 2019), exploration
(Puttillia et al., 2016), discovery, and problem-solving.

Based on global experiences, storytelling has proven effective in conveying
geographic concepts, internalizing geographic values, understanding the complexity
of places, and developing research, spatial, and critical thinking skills. To successfully
implement storytelling in geography education, the following recommendations are
suggested: Capture learners’ attention at the beginning by presenting a problem that
motivates engagement. Stimulate students' senses stories that engage multiple senses
are more memorable. For example, maps and geographic images can enhance visual
engagement, while tangible objects can provide tactile experiences. Incorporate music
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during storytelling, as it aids in learning and memorizing complex information.
Maintain eye contact and be physically expressive while narrating. Use body
movements to visualize the story. Pause at critical moments to build tension. Give
characters distinct identities by varying tone and expression. Conclude with a
powerful and meaningful point save the most important concept for the end.
Occasionally interrupt the story to ask students questions, such as what they would do
in the protagonist’s place or to predict the story’s continuation.

Keywords: Narrative Discourse, Storytelling, Story Map, Teaching Method,
Geography.
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