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Abstract

Background and purpose: The present study was conducted with the aim of
investigating teachers' perception regarding teaching for sustainable development in
Kermanshah Department of Education.

Method: The prospective study, using the qualitative approach and relying on the data
theory of the Strauss and Corbin Foundation (2007) and using the open, central and
selective coding method, has analyzed the teachers' perception of teaching for
sustainable development in education. The research data was collected through semi-
structured interviews with 4 teachers who had lived experiences related to teaching
for sustainable development and by using the theoretical purposeful sampling method
until reaching the saturation point.

The primary goal of Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) is to promote
values and ethics through education to positively influence people's lifestyles and
behaviors. The key priorities of the United Nations Decade of Education for
Sustainable Development include:

* Developing public understanding and awareness

* Improving access to quality education

* Reorienting existing education programs

* Delivering educational programs (UNESCO, 2005)

Education for Sustainable Development facilitates the expansion of knowledge,
skills, and attitudes needed to engage with global societal and environmental
challenges. Systems thinking, critical thinking, and creative thinking serve as essential
competencies for decision-making and judgment that benefits sustainable
development.

Establishing an education system that cultivates these skills and competencies in
learners should be a fundamental objective for all educational sectors, including both
formal and non-formal education. This approach, analogous to "sustainable
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development as a mental framework," requires a transformation of values and new
patterns of thinking.

Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) serves as a framework for integrating
economic, social, and environmental decision-making to manage environmental
resources. However, the full scope of these considerations and their interdependencies
remains inadequately understood. This ambiguity may stem from a lack of consensus
and clarity regarding the conceptual definitions and terminology of sustainability,
posing challenges for policymakers and resource managers in their efforts to achieve
sustainable outcomes (United Nations, 2004).

The results of the research indicated the identification of the following six axes:
motivations, teaching style, teachers' understanding of the impact on students'
learning, modeling, values, teaching challenges in the field of sustainable
development. Also, the understanding of the participating teachers in the field of
empowerment, practical projects, students' response and also the evaluation of
students have been discussed.

This study aimed to understand teachers' perspectives on teaching for sustainable
development. It began by examining teachers' experiences and views regarding the
integration of environmental issues into classroom instruction. The findings suggest
that teachers have independently incorporated these topics into their teaching-learning
practices, with positive outcomes.

In today's era of increasing environmental awareness, innovation, and experiential
learning, educators' enthusiasm and learners' engagement in hands-on sustainability
education are growing (Kostova, 2008). Upon completing and analyzing the
interviews, six key themes emerged from the discussions:

1. Motivations

This theme highlights teachers' extraordinary efforts to engage students in
sustainability projects, primarily focusing on social justice and fostering students'
passion for environmental issues.

2. Teaching Styles

This component involves action-oriented sustainability projects that positively
influence students' attitudes and behaviors.
3. Impact on Student Learning

This element reflects increased student confidence and awareness of sustainability
issues through project-based learning.
4. Modeling

This aspect emphasizes the need for students to step outside the classroom and into
the community, broadening their perspectives and enhancing their sense of
responsibility toward the world around them.
5. Spirituality and Values

This theme explores the connection between education for sustainable development

(ESD) and values-based education, where ESD is fundamentally described as teaching
respect for others, diversity, the environment, and Earth's resources.

Comparison with Recent Research

Recent studies on teachers' perceptions of ESD offer various insights that can be
compared with the present findings:
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1. Limited Perceptions

A study by Koskela (2021) found that pre-service teachers often have a narrow
understanding of sustainable development, primarily focusing on social dimensions—
aligning with this study’s findings on teachers' motivations and challenges in teaching
sustainability.
2. Impact of Training

Garcia-Gonzélez (2020) emphasized significant improvements in pre-service
teachers' knowledge of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) after training,
suggesting that structured educational interventions enhance understanding. This
contrasts with the current study, which identified challenges in the absence of specific
training programs.
3. Holistic Approaches

Savas (2023) found that preschool teachers adopt a more comprehensive approach
to sustainability education compared to elementary teachers. This aligns with the
current study’s emphasis on values and modeling in teaching practices.
4. Professional Development

Shakir (2024) highlighted the need for professional development programs to
support teachers in integrating ESD into curricula—consistent with this study’s
identification of challenges in teaching sustainable development.
Final Remarks
The findings underscore the importance of teacher motivation, innovative pedagogies,
and professional training in effectively integrating sustainability into education.
Future efforts should focus on structured teacher support systems to enhance ESD
implementation in classrooms.
The research findings indicate that the first step in integrating environmental issues
into the classroom is the importance that teachers themselves attribute to this subject.
Therefore, the following recommendations are provided for teachers who are
currently engaged in this topic or wish to work in this field:
First, try to utilize existing programs. This means that there are various programs and
organizations with which schools can collaborate to integrate environmental topics
into their teaching.
Second, teachers are expected to move beyond the normative perspective of education
and what traditionally happens in classrooms. Education for sustainable development
requires practical and experiential activities that encourage student engagement.
These activities may involve relinquishing some control by the teacher, but from the
perspective of the teachers in this study, this can have a positive impact on students'
learning experiences.
Third, seek resources online. With the integration of technology into the classroom,
students engage in activities that combine play and learning, making them more
excited. Web-based activities and games focused on sustainability education can be
highly effective.
Fourth, it is essential to find colleagues to collaborate with in implementing
sustainable development programs at school. These colleagues may include
administrators or other teachers who share an interest in sustainable development or
can at least support such initiatives. Building partnerships with community members,
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organizations, or other stakeholders can provide valuable resources and information
that can be utilized in the classroom.

Fifth, teachers should serve as role models for their students' sustainable choices. This
may require making changes in their own behaviors. Consistency between what
teachers say and how they act is crucial in encouraging students to adopt similar
behaviors.

Keywords:Education for sustainable developments curriculum¢ teachers'
understanding of education for sustainable development
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