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Abstract

The importance of writing as a means of sharing information and expressing
thoughts, feelings and communication is far more pronounced today than it
was in the past. Special attention is paid to writing (spelling and composition)
in schools and universities in developed countries, as the acquisition of
writing leads to the growth and development of the first language and can
effectively strengthen the roots of the first language (Muradsalehi, 2003;
cited in Kiyan, 2019). Learning dictation, that is, how to spell words
correctly, is an important factor in literacy development (Berninger &
Chanquoy, 2012; McCutchen, 2011; cited in Arcon, Klein, & Dombroski,
2017).

Dictation is mastered in elementary school and creativity is not there. Only
patterns where the composition, order, size, and number of letters and
symbols are accepted as the correct word form are included. This ability has
experienced ups and downs throughout the history of foreign language
teaching under the influence of changing attitudes in the field of foreign
language teaching. Dictation regained its legitimacy in 1970 when the search
for integrated tools for linguistic competence resumed. Since then, different
types of dictation have been used as an effective tool for teaching and testing.
There are different types of dictation. In fact, the main form of dictation is
standard one, and other forms have emerged to make up for its shortcomings.
These include partial dictation, elicited imitation, DictoComp (spelling and
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composition), and dictation with competing noise (Farhady, Jafarpur, &
Birjandi, 2007; cited in Afsharrad & Sadeghi Benis, 2014; Melawanti, 2007).

The correct dictation of a word may include the use of three codes: phenological
code, orthographic code, and morphological code. For example, it may be
possible to express orthographic and morphological dictation rules (I before
A in English), but they are often implicitly learned by exposure (Pacton,
Perruchet, Fayol, 2001).

Dictation as a tool is controversial in both second language acquisition testing and
teaching. From an experimental point of view, dictation is known primarily
as a tool for general language proficiency. But it faces a lot of opposition.
For example, Lado (1961) argues that dictation is not a good tool for
measuring every aspect of language, as everything is dictated to the test taker.
Harris (1969; cited in Afsharrad & Sadeghi Benis, 2014) describes dictation
as an "uneconomical” and "inaccurate” test tool. Rivers (1968) believes that
many interconnected elements tend to be tested at once, but dictation is
considered as a teaching tool rather than a testing tool (cited in Afsharrad &
Sadeghi Benis, 2014). Dictation is considered a complex technique that is
rarely used in real life (Bennett, 1968; cited in Afsharrad & Sadeghi Benis,
2014). Dictation disorders account for about 30% of learning disabilities.
Dictation disorder is a pest of cultivating dictation skill. Children with
dictation disorders struggle with this pattern. The weakness of developing
this ability can cause many other problems and affect one's self-confidence
at other times.

Dictation disorders can divert attention from other important writing processes
(Juel, 1999). This also obstruct the quality of second language writers'
writing by choosing less appropriate words (Kohnen, Nickles, & Castles,
2009) and forgetting important points planned for writing or having less
access to resources to create the story (Sacre & Masterton, 2000 cited in
Hutcheon, Campbell, & Stewart, 2012). One of the reasons for dictation
disorders in Iranian students is related to the characteristics of the Persian
alphabet and calligraphy (Tabrizi, 2017). Persian script is even more difficult
than Chinese and Japanese script. In Chinese and Japanese scripts, each word
or phrase is preceded by a symbol. The one can read and write by learning

these thousand characters. The Persian script cannot be read correctly with
any number of symbols. One of the difficulties in writing Persian letters is
that some sounds (phoneme) have multiple signs (letters), such as the letters
L")t """ for the phoneme z; The letters "o, "L" for the phoneme t;
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The letters """ " " ,." for the phoneme s; The letters "o «_ o _a" " " for

the phoneme h. There are also many dictation mistakes related to visual
memory. In this category of mistakes, consonantal but non-uniform words
are written instead of each other, such as the word " ,s1-" which is mistakenly

spelled as " Ll> ", " ;- ", or "3l " (Tabrizi, 1396). This feature of Persian

language and script causes problems for Iranian students, especially in
elementary school.

On the other hand, one of the important categories of Persian textbooks in
elementary school is related to the etymology category. Words of the same
etymology are words that have the same root in the past and present tense,
and the main syllables of this word are words of the same etymology that
follow each other. Examples: Js=e , foxss jalxe | Jol> , Jo> , oo and.... You

can use words of the same etymology to reduce spelling mistakes caused by
the use of consonants and inconsistent letters in elementary school.
Etymology deals with the meaning and roots of words. Etymological
misspelling indicates a lack of word-based comprehension. Knowing the
etymology and etymology of a word will help students develop better
dictation skills (Roberts, 2012). Having this in mind, the present study aimed
at determining the efficacy of etymologic words on reducing spelling errors
due to difficulties in the alphabet of Persian language in elementary school.
The subjects of this semi-experimental study were two classes (containing 35
male 4rd-grade elementary schoolers) of one school in Tehran that according
to convenient sampling technique were selected to experimental and control
groups. The experimental group, then, learned through etymologic words
technique for seven continuous weeks, while the control group received no
intervention/treatment. A dictation test used as tool. This test was a valid
(formal validity) and reliable test. Data were analyzed using analysis of
covariance. The results showed that in post-test, the mean of the experimental
group significantly is more than the control group. Also, the results of the
analysis of covariance revealed that using etymologic words in dictation
leads to reducing spelling errors (p<0/05).

Key words: etymologic words, dictation, spelling errors, male students, 4" grad

elementary student.
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2. partial dictation

3. elicited imitation

4. Dicto-Comp

5. dictation with competing noise
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1. Phonological

2. Orthographic

3. Morphological

4. SLA (second language acquisition)
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